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The F.B.I. must have been torn. !
Some.agents like the ‘publicity of a
manhunt, which turns up unexpected -
- leads from unlikely inlormants and re-
i flec
of the law. But others in counterespi--

... | onage must have argued for secrecy,
~{ hoping the suspected assassins would ;
 be lulled into complacency and into ’
i

ts well on the too-often-twisted arm

taking chances that would compro-
mise_their mission. Publicity would |

make themn tar:more carel‘ul and hart
tocatch. * . o

Someone in’ mtelhgence must have
stgaported that hope for secrecy, hold-

ing that publication of our knowledge

WA&HINGTON Dec. 9 — As every
aggr&ssar nation kxnows, the time and 'J
plact"to- attack the United States is -
curing the Army-Navy game at Phila-: -
delphia. Much of the top brass is there *
rathess than minding the military -~
storexit'sralmost lxke attackmg lsrael
on YotirKippur.. .

This-year, however," we ‘were oit

guard:>The President did not go to the |=

gane“"rhe brass who went to Veter-
‘ans”.Stadium to shout themselves
hoarse, as underdog Army held Navy
toa 3-to-3 tie, had extra protection and
knewit.

The increased secunty arcund the
50-ya.rd.hne was necessary because a
‘memkeét of one of the Libyan assassi.
‘nation. squads,. .or, someone in close:
contac;..vnth one of them, had been:
picked up.in Canada the week before. .
The smpect had been asking about air- -,
hnex:onnecnons to Philadelphia — or |
at least that is what some: high-leve!
Adrmmstzanon officials weretold.

Some sort of evidence like that is un- |
doubtedly behind the willingness of the
Amencan Government - to- contradict
publicly the televised denial of any’
plotting from Muammar el-Qaddafi in-
Trippli, No responsible. Administra<~
tion.sould go that far out on a limb,
withait proof that will be persuasxve
whenrevealedlater. - - -

The question, then, is not “Is there a’
.plot?’, If the terrorists do not surface, -
the Lmted States Government: will
sooube.fomed tolay out its evidencein
chapter. and verse. Rather:the ques-
tion now should be, “‘Was going public.
with our knowledge of the plot a good
idea2” , .

A fascmatmg dlSCllSSlOﬂ ot that
question must have taken place at high
levels late last month. With no other ]
inside mfonnauon, and speculating '
purely on 1 the basis of institutional re-
sponses in the past, here are some of..
theplayers and their likely positions: .

" theirtelephones.)
"~ The Secret Service, in such a spot,
would probably choose public disclo-

Deguty Director insisting that the

. Libyans don’t suspect that we Ixsten to
}

sure. Psychologists believe that many
would-be Killers are discouraged by a

| .show of force and public expectation.
: Since increased security around the
‘President and other officials would be

noticed and reported upcn by the
press, Secret Service officials weuld

‘arguethat the secret would socn be out
anyway. In addition, public knowledge
- 'of the need for precauticn helps curtail

the President’s schedtle, always a Se-

cretSemce aim.
. The input from the Haig Junta on the

matic point of view, publicity about

_ the export of terrorism is desirable. It

lays the groundwork for ecoromic and
diplomatic ostracism of an enemy,

" and if some overt terrorist act is actu-
“-ally carried out, public opinion is pre-
.pared for a military response. ’

The dovecote called the Joint Chiefs
cannot be happy about the publicity..

:Seventh. Floor of the State Depart- -
41 “ment, I assume, would be to use this )
1 - provocation to.escalate the war of .
{ "nerves with Libya. From our diplo-

’

The Pentagon understands that a mili- .

. tary strike might be calied for after

sustained psychologicat warfare on .

- Libya', and our military men are will-

ing to shoot only if fired upon (as in the

. Gult of Sidra incident) or it the Con-
: gress records 2 vote on their side. No
- unpopular, unwinnable mue wars for

them. .

e

Finally, the view from the White
House: despite protestations that the
leaks about the Libyan plot were unau-
thorized, the case for publicity rather .
than secrecy is overwheiming. If the
would-be assailants are scared off,.
enough evidence presumably exists to -
overcome charges of alarmism or
phony provocation. It a terrorist act
were to occur, a lackof public warning
beforehand would be heavily critie

- cized. A terrorist attack after an Ad-

ministration warning, however, would
set the stage for a wrdamngmg re-,
nse. -
- The Reagan decision to let out part"‘

* - of_the<plot would bIGW_Sources and 4of the story was wise; the attempt to
- metbods. (I can just hear the C.1.A.'s

disclaim that decision to Dubhmze is
silly. :

The greatest danger is in showma -
the world how we are being made the
victims of terrorism and then doing
nothing about it. In the Caribbean, we
have been foolishly whnppmg out.our
gun and putting it back in the holster.
If Mr. Reagan has chosen to put the
spotlight ol 1 pitiless publicity on a ter-
rorist attack by a foreign power, he
must then be prepared to take a seri-
ous nextstep—or tohave all his future
implicit threats airily dismissed.
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